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STAFF 
 

 Fire Chief  Fred Schaub 
 Assistant Chief  Mike Radl 
 Assistant Chief  Chad Willenborg 
 Chaplain Pastor Harold McMillin 

 

CREWS 
 

 Captain  Paul Moser  Captain  Chad Esmann 
 Secretary Denny Roth Training Officer Dave Tschantz 
 Firefighter  Jake Smith  Firefighter  Josh Moser 
 Firefighter  Mat Ries  Firefighter  Tony Mescher 
 Firefighter  Jason Hefel  Firefighter  George Morteo 
 Firefighter  Josh Roth  Firefighter  Chad Werger 
 Firefighter Katie Rausch Jr. Firefighter Trevor Kelly 
 

 Captain  Jim Cunningham  Captain  Joe Zittergruen 
 Treasurer Matt Witham Firefighter  Austin Greve 
 Firefighter  Larry Goedken  Firefighter Tim Kuempel 
 Firefighter  Glenn Witham  Firefighter  Jen Radl 
 Firefighter  Galen Moser Firefighter  Matt Noack 
 Firefighter  Jeff Troester  Firefighter  Andy Ries 
 Firefighter  Jeff Keene  Firefighter  Tim Backes  
 

RETIREMENTS 
 

LaDean Fischer – 35 Years 
Don Bries – 25 Years 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

Tim Backes 
Larry Goedken 
Brandon Bries 
Tim Kuempel 
Trevor Kelly  

 

RESIGNATIONS 
 

Brandon Bries 
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Front row (L-R) Jim Cunningham, Joe Zittergruen, Denny Roth, Mike Radl, Fred Schaub, Chad Willenborg, Matt Witham, Chad Esmann, Paul Moser, Pastor Harold McMillan 
Middle Row (L-R) Katie Rausch, Mat Ries, Jake Smith, Jason Hefel, Andy Ries, Glen Witham, Jen Radl, Trevor Kelly, Matt Noack, Tony Mescher, Tim Backes 

Back Row (L-R) Austin Greve, Jeff Troester, Larry Goedken, Jeff Keene, Josh Roth, Dave Tschantz, Galen Moser, Josh Moser, Chad Werger (Not Pictured – George Morteo) 
 

FACTS 
 
 Staff Equipment 
 31 Firefighters 2 Engines (Pumpers) 
  2 Tankers 
 Calls For Service 1 Mini-Pumper/Quick Attack 
 2008 – 94 calls 1 Rescue Unit 
 2007 – 88 calls  1 Command Unit 
  1 Staff Unit 
 Response Area 2 Boats 
 80 sq. miles (pop. >4,000) 
 Cities of Guttenberg, Osterdock, Millville Training 
 Townships of Jefferson, Millville 2008 - 1,065 Hours 
 Townships of Mallory, Clayton 2007 -    706 Hours 
  

Website 
www.guttenbergfiredept.com 

Email 
guttfire@alpinecom.net 
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CURRENT CERTIFICATIONS 
 

FIREFIGHTER I 
Fred Schaub 
Paul Moser 
Josh Moser 

Tony Mescher 
Chad Willenborg 

Matt Noack 
Dave Tschantz 

Mike Radl 
Jen Radl 

Larry Goedken 
Tim Backes 
Jeff Troester 

Jim Cunningham 
Matt Witham 

Joe Zittergruen 
Josh Roth 
Jeff Keene 

 
FIREFIGHTER II 

Dave Tschantz 
Mike Radl 

Larry Goedken 
Jim Cunningham 
Joe Zittergruen 

 
FIRE SERVICE INSTRUCTOR I 

Dave Tschantz 
Joe Zittergruen 

 
FIRE OFFICER I 
Joe Zittergruen 
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2008 FUNDING 
 

ANNUAL BUDGET 
 

$80,410 
 

$6.00/hour 
Service Pay 

(Gets returned to Fire Dept. Budget for equipment) 
 

$3,650 
Officer’s Compensations (10 Officers) 

 

MAJOR EXPENSES 
 

New Apparatus Purchase………………………………………… $115,000 

Major Apparatus Repairs………………….……………………… $20,000 

 $135,000 
 

GRANTS 
 

$40,000 
Federal Assistance to Firefighters Grant 

(Purchased SCBA Compressor/Fill Station) 
 

$10,000 
Upper Mississippi Gaming Corporation 

(Purchased new helmets for firefighters) 
(Purchased replacement gear for 4 firefighters) 

 

$3,200 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 

(Purchased six portable radios) 
 

The Guttenberg Fire Department also completed and submitted 
the following grants, but were not awarded them: 

 

USSTC 2008 Polaris Ranger give-away program …………………… $10,000 
Federal Assistance to Firefighters Grant (radios & training)…….……$22,305 

 

2009 Grants Completed and Submitted 
 

USSTC 2009 Polaris Ranger give-away program …………………… $10,000 
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CALLS FOR SERVICE 

 

Type of Calls
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Calls by Day of the Week
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Calls by Time of Day
2008
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Mutual Aid Calls
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10 Years 
# of Calls Per Year
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Average Calls Per Month
2000-2008*
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50 Years - Calls Per Year Trend (1958-2008)
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Calls Per Year Trend - Next 10 years (1988-2018)
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Average Personnel Turnout Per Call
(Number of firefighters respoonding to a call)
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JANUARY 
 

Training: Natural Gas Emergencies 
 
LaDean Fischer: Retired after 35 years 
of service 
 

Don Bries: Retired after 25 years of 
service 
 
January 8: Tim Backes joined the 
Department 
 

                   
 
Engine 75 had drive shaft and pump 
repairs. Cost was about $11,000 
 

Cleanup and Fire Investigation 
continued on structure fire at 106 
Schiller Street (Sample Bar & Grill) 
that occurred in December 2007 
 

January 11: Carbon Monoxide Call 
January 17: Car vs. Train accident 
January 22: Car accident on Heitman Hill 
January 28: Carbon Monoxide Call 
January 28: Traffic Control at GMH 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

Training: Ice Rescue 
 
February 23: Awards Banquet at 
Doug’s Steakhouse was held for 
current and retired members 
 
Tony Mescher was awarded Firefighter 
of the Year 
 
New compressor/fill station installed 
with FEMA grant funds ($40,000) 
 

 
 
February 2: Car Accident on Hwy 52 
February 3: Fire Alarm at 1030 N. 4th 
February 5: Car Accident on Heitman Hill 
February 11: Car Accident on Minor’s Creek 
February 16: Carbon Monoxide Call 
February 20: Traffic Control on Garber Rd. 
February 28: Transfer water to Care Center 
February 28: Garage fire in Millville 
February 28: Garage fire re-ignites 
February 29: Assist Guttenberg EMS 
February 29: Car Accident Garber Rd. 
 



GUTTENBERG FIRE DEPARTMENT                                                                 2008 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
PAGE 12 OF 19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARCH 
 

Training: Benefit Ticket Sales 
 

Matt Noack promoted from Junior 
Firefighter to Firefighter 
 

The old cascade air system was donated 
to Garber Fire Department 
 

        
 

March 29: Guttenberg Fire Department 
Benefit Dance was held and about 700 
people in attended 
 

March 9: Traffic control at GMH 
March 11: Structure Fire 702 S. 2nd St. 
March 17: Alarm at Clayton Ridge School 
March 22: Car vs. Train accident 
March 29: Brush fire in Riverside Park 
 

    

APRIL 
 

Training: Wildland Fires & Farm Accidents 
 

New Rescue truck order placed with 
Brown’s Sales & Leasing and Heiman 
Fire Equipment 
 

April 10: Brandon Bries joined the 
Department 
 

April 30: FF Tim Backes & FF Matt 
Noack completed the Firefighter I 
Course 
 

April 2: Hay Fire on Kale Ave. 
April 2: False Alarm at 403 S. Bluff St. 
April 15: Grass Fire at ferry landing 
April 16: Grass Fire at ferry landing 
April 23: Assist Guttenberg EMS 
April 24: Flood water control on N. 3rd St. 
April 25: Sandbagging in Garber, Osterdock, 

and Millville 
April 25: Train derailment on Turkey River 
April 27: Assist Garber FD with Flooding 
April 29: Locate boat docks 
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MAY 
 

Training: Vehicle Extrication 
 

May 5: Captain Joe Zittergruen received 
national certification as Fire Officer I 
 

The Department purchased new 
collapsible traffic cones and an 
“Emergency Scene Ahead” sign to assist 
with Firefighter safety on highway 
scenes. 
 

           
 

The Department also purchased new 
reflective vests for members to wear at 
emergency scenes on roadways. This 
was required to be compliant with 
Federal DOT Law (23 CFR Part 634) 
Cost was $500 
 

May 15: Grass Fire on Pumpkin Ridge Rd. 
May 17: False Alarm at 831 S. Hwy 52 
May 22: Locate City boat dock on the river 
May 22: Car Accident on Hwy 52 
May 23: Locate City boat dock on the river 
May 25: Storm Watch 
May 31: Car Accident on Hwy 52 
May 31: Storm Watch 

JUNE 
 

Training: Pump Operations 
 

June 19: FF Tim Backes received 
national certification as Firefighter I 
 

213 hours were put in assisting citizens 
in Millville, Osterdock and Garber with 
flood control  
 

 

June 4: Alarm at Clayton Ridge School 
June 6: Assist Guttenberg EMS 
June 7: Storm Watch 
June 8: Tree on power lines on Miners Creek 
June 8: Sandbagging in Osterdock/Millville 
June 8: Storm Watch 
June 8: Tree down on North Hill 
June 8: Tree down on Mississippi Rd. 
June 8: Tree down on Miner’s Creek Rd. 
June 8: Sandbagging in Garber 
June 10: Sandbagging in Garber 
June 14: Car Accident on Hwy 52/Millville 
June 14: Traffic Control at GMH 
June 14: Storm Watch 
June 20: Fire at Benders Food Stand 
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JULY 
 

Training: River Rescue & boat 
operations 
 

July 5: The Department put in 50 hours 
setting up and shooting of the 
fireworks for Stars & Stripes 
Celebration 
 

July 14: Engines 75 & 78 had pump 
and drive shaft repairs done at the 
station. Cost was $500 
 

New life vests were purchased and 
placed into service in the rescue and 
recovery boats. 
 

July 4: Car Accident on Hwy 52 
July 5: Carbon Monoxide Call 
July 5: Assist EMS 
July 7: Storm Watch 
July 7: Tree down on Great River Rd. 
July 9: Train Derailment 
July 10: Carbon Monoxide Call 
July 19: Storm Watch 
July 24: Fire Alarm at 528 S. River Park Dr. 
July 28: Recovery on Mississippi River 
July 28: Search Mississippi River 
July 31: Tree down on power line 
 

AUGUST 
 

Training: Ladder Training 
 
August 2: Department participated in 
the annual Clayton County Fair watch 
from 6pm – 12am 
 
August 9: Department held a Hog 
Roast dinner and Street Dance benefit. 
About 480 meals were served and 
many people showed up for the dance 
 
August 12: Larry Goedken joined the 
Department and Brandon Bries 
resigned 
 

August 25: Trevor Kelly joined the 
Junior Firefighter Program 
 

           
 
August 2: Electrical Fire at Café Mississippi 
August 8: Traffic Control at GMH 
August 20: Traffic Control at GMH 
August 29: Traffic Control at GMH 
August 30: Traffic Control on River Park Dr.
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SEPTEMBER 
 

Training: Foam Applications 
 

Sept. 22: The Department received a 
grant for $10,000 from the Upper 
Mississippi Gaming Corp. to purchase 
new fire helmets for all firefighters and 
updated gear for 4 firefighters 
 

Sept. 25: Engine 75 was taken to 
Emergency Apparatus Maintenance for 
repairs to the pump. Cost was $6,500 
 

Sept. 27: New Rescue Truck arrived and 
was put into service (photo on cover of 
report) Total cost was $115,000 
 

Sept. 27: Capt. Zittergruen and FF Greve 
attended Firehouse Software training at 
CITA Fire School in Cedar Rapids. 
 

September 5: Traffic Control at GMH 
September 21: Car Accident on South Hill 
September 23: Assist boat on the river 
September 25: Semi Accident on Great River Rd. 
September 30: Assist boater on the river 
 

OCTOBER 
 

Training: Interior Fire Attack 
 

Fire Prevention Week was observed. 
Tours were given to Head Start and 
Kids Kampus students.  
 

October 11: The Department hosted a 
stop for a motorcycle poker run that 
benefited St. Jude’s Hospital. 
 

October 24: The Department hosted 
the Blank Children’s Hospital Fire 
Safety House for school kids from 
Clayton Ridge Elementary and St. 
Mary’s Schools. 
 

 
 

October 6: Fire Alarm at Municipal Bldg 
October 11: Traffic Control at GMH 
October 12: Assist boaters on the river 
October 21: Assist with watering Football Field  
October 26: Tree down on power line 
October 26: Dryer fire at Laundromat 
October 31: Halloween Patrol with Police Dept. 
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NOVEMBER 
 

Training: SCBA Training 
 

A new staff vehicle (2005 Chevy 
Impala) was donated by the Clayton 
County Sheriff’s Dept. and put into 
service. The vehicle is used for 
traveling to schools, monthly meetings, 
trainings, and calls for service. 
  

 
 

November 3: The Department received 
a grant for $3,200 from the Iowa Dept. 
of Natural Resources to purchase 6 
new portable radios. The grant had a 
match by the Department and a free 
promotion by Motorola. A total of 14 
new radios were purchased.  
 

November 20: FF Matt Noack 
received national certification as 
Firefighter I 
 

November 6: Transformer Fire on S. 2nd St. 
November 9: Car Accident on S. 2nd St. 
November 24: Traffic Control at GMH 
November 25: False Alarm at boat landing 

 

DECEMBER 
 

Training: Ice Rescue 
 

December 8: Tim Kuempel rejoined the 
Department 
 

             
 

December 13: The annual Department 
Christmas Party for firefighters and their 
families was held at the Fire Station. 
 

December 2: Car Accident on N. Hwy 52. 
December 3: Car Accident on Garber Rd. 
December 6: Structure Fire in Garnavillo 
December 10: Car Accident on Graham Rd. 
December 17: Chimney Fire on Estes Ridge Trail 
December 18: Fuel Leak at The Pit Stop 
December 23: Remove snow from fire hydrants 
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SERVICES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRE SUPPRESSION 

       

TRAINING 

        

ACCIDENT RESCUE 
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FIRE INVESTIGATION 

 
COMMUNITY EDUCATION 

       
COMMUNITY EVENTS 

      

RIVER RESCUE 
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THANK YOU 
 
 

The Guttenberg Fire Department would like to take this time to 
thank all those who have donated to the department throughout 
2008. Whether it was a donation of money and goods or it was 
their time. These items and moments are greatly appreciated. We 
would also like to take this moment to ensure the citizens within 
the Guttenberg Fire District that we will continue to train and do 
everything within our means to provide for their safety in the 

coming year. If there are ever any questions for us please feel free 
to contact any Firefighter and we will do our best to get a fast and 

accurate answer back to you. 
 
 
 
 


